SUMMARY
HA-1531

James-Magness House
3308 Churchville Road
Aberdeen, MD 21001

The main, el-shaped portion of this 2-story gable-roofed clapboard house dates
from 1928 when it was constructed for Clifford T. & Emma Magness. At that time
the 1-story, shed-roofed wing on the North end was moved from farther back on the
property where it had probably served Charles H. James in his cabinet shop enter-
prise, located here between 1870 & 1908.

This house is typical of the evolution of a number of houses in Churchville.
Most of the building lots are carved out of one of several large farms - this one
had belonged to William Luckie at the end of the 18th. century. As in this case,
a number of houses have 19th century origins and a 20th. century addition that
superseded the earlier structure. Also typical is the mid-19th. century form
ggr tne.}$28 house (see also Chesney-Bodt House, HA-1524). 01d forms never died in
urchville.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
James-Magness House

This 2-story, el-shaped clapboard house with a gable roof is located on the North
side of Churchville Road (MD Rte. 22).

Set on a raised, rough-faced concrete block foundation, the structure comprises
3 parts. On the West is a 2/bay wide and one room deep section with an East-West
ridgeline and an entrance in the East Bay of the South side. On the East is a2 bay wide
and 2 room deep section with a North-South ridge 1ine, its South end flush with the South
side of the West section. The whole South facade is spanned by a one-story, shederoofed
porch with carved brackets, turned posts, and a railing with plain balusters.

On the North end of the East Section is a one-story, one room shed-roofed wing with
a bulkhead basement entrance; it measures approximately 10' X 10'.

An el-shaped partially-enclosed porch encircles the East and part of the North sides
of the East section. In the East bay of the North end is the indication of a blocked-up
entrance. There is another entrance in the North bay of the East side. Except for the
North wing which has 6/6 sash windows, windows have 2/1 sash and louvered shutters. There
is one exterior brick chimney on the North side of the West section, and the roof has a
boxed cornice with gable returns.

Investigation of the interior indicates that the North shed-roofed wing predates
the rest of the house which was constructed in the first quarter of the 20th century.
Although the North wing has a hewn sill in the basement, there are no other indications
that this section is log as the niece of a former owner reported.

The interior plan of the main section of the house consists of 2 rooms flanking
a central staircase, with a sun room off the East room, and a kitchen on the North.
The attic is continuous over the whole structure. Carved into the underside of the stair-
case (visible from the basement ) are the initials "E.B.M." and "C.J.M." with the date
"1928".

North of the house is a 2-story, gable-roofed outbuilding, which is 3 bays wide and
one room deep, and has a gable-roofed ventilator. The structure is sheathed in German
siding and has a garage on the West and storage rooms on the East and the 2nd floor.

The exposed framing on the interior is of sawn lumber.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
James-Magness House

While the 1858 Jennings and Herrick Map indicates no structure in this location at
that time, +he 1878 Martenet's Map shows Chas. James Cabinet shop near here and it is
1ikely that the 10' X 10' North wing of the present structure was built for him. The
rest of the house dates from 1928, when it was constructed for Clifford and Emma Magness.

Charles H. James purchased 84 acres of the tracts. "Stony Ridge" and "Montreal"
for $3,350 in 1870 from the estate of John Keithley. 1 Besides owning a cabinet shop,
as the 1878 Map indicates, James did carpentry work. The present owners of the William
A. Bodt House (HA-1520) found a board in the staircase with "C.H. James 1857" carved
into 15. In 1908 Charles H. and Mariah James sold 6.65 acres to their son, Marion T.
‘ames < and ig 1925 the 1ot was sold to Clifford T. Ma%pess, who built the main portion
of the house,”and moved the 10' by 10' Nortﬂ@ing from farther back on the property.

This house is typical of the evolution of a number of houses in Churchville. Most
of the present building lots are carved out of one of several large farms - This one
had belonged to William Luckie at the end of the 18th century. Also, anumber of houses
have mid-to-late 19th. century origins and a 20th century addition that superseded the
earlier structure, as happened here. In this case, the CA. 1928 house is of tradition-
al mid-19th. century form with 20th. century detailing.

Footnotes

1. ALJ 25/245
2. WSF 125/216
3. DGW 195/205

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IP NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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[E1F ORM PREPARED BY
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Natalie Shivers, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Historic District Commission of Harford County 7/80
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
45 South Main Street 838-6000 X207
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Bel Air MD 21014

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
ané record purpcses only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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TITLE SEARCH

JAMES-MAGNESS HOUSE
HA-1531

HDC 1072/401 8/23/78 Grantor: ETlizabeth MacMeill Monks, Rep. of
estate of Emma B. Magness
Grantee: Joel H. & Joanne E. Goldberg
Acreage: 5.75 A, nr. Bodt's Cor.

MEWR 253/380 12/9/38 Grantor: Philip H. Close
Grantee: Clifford T. & Emma B. Magness

MEWR 253/379 12/9/38 Grantor: Clifford T. & Emma B. Magness
Grantee: Philip H. Close

DGW 195/205 11/4/1925 Grantor: W. SannerBailey, et al
Grantee: Clifford T. Magness
Acreage: 5.75 A.

JAR 155/366 5/23/17 Grantor: Septimus Davis, Att.
Grantee: Sanner Bailey
Acreage: 6.65 A.

Sum: $1,850
Mort.: Foreclosure
JAr 147/1 12/4/14 Grantor: Sanner& Hattie V. Bailey

Grantee: Lula Armstrong
Acreage: 6.65 A.

JAR 142/320 12/1/13 Grantor: J. C. Hagey James
Marion T. James
Grantee: Sanner Bailey
Acreage: 6.65 A.

WSF 125/216 10/13/1908 Grantor: Charles H. & Mariah James
Grantee: J.C. Hagey & Marion T. James, son
Acreage: 6165 A.

ALJ 25/245 2/15/1870 Grantor: A. Preston Gilbert, exec of estate of
John Keithley, dec.
Grantee: Charles H. James
Sum: $3,350
Acreage: 2 tracts "Stony Ridge", "Montreal" = 84 A,

HDG 35/216 6/4/1849 Grantor: Isaac & Clemency H. Webster
Grantee: John Keithley
Sum: $1,600

Acreage: "Stoney Ridge"
"Montreal"”, part of "Hall's Plains" =
185 A.
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